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CMA Forms Architect Selection Committee and 
Retains Noted Consultant Bill Lacy 

CLEVELAND — Michael J. Horvitz, president of the Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA), has announced 
the formation of an Architect Selection Committee and the appointment of Bill Lacy, FAIA,* as 
professional advisor. Mr. Lacy will work with the committee to elaborate on the expansion and 
renovation requirements described in CMA's 1999 Facilities Masterplan, to attract appropriate 
candidates among architects from around the world, and to interview finalists. Said Mr. Horvitz: "This 
is a unique moment in the history of the development of the museum. The opportunities and 
responsibilities are inspiring, and 1 am grateful to the CMA trustees who have agreed to join this crucial 
committee. 1 am also very pleased that someone with Mr. Lacy's exceptional credentials has signed on to 
help us." 

James T. Bartlett Is chairman of the Architect Selection Committee. He predicts his team will be 
able to recommend its architect of choice to the CMA board in a minimum of six months. 'Thanks to our 
Facilities Master Plan, which evolved from a museum-wide strategic plan, we have a clear understanding 
of our needs and strategies to meet them," Mr. Bartlett said. "I look forward to working with a 
committee that, building on the museum's distinguished past, will also take it to an important new level 
of presentation and service for the future." 

CMA trustees serving with Mr. Bartlett on the committee are Charles P. Bolton, George Gund III, 
Anne Hollis Ireland, Ellen Stirn Mavec, the Rev. Dr. Otis Moss, Jr., Donna S. Reid, Elliott L. Schlang, 
former CMA President Michael Sherwin, who chaired the Facilities Master Planning Committee, and 
Director Katharine Lee Reid . Staff representatives on the committee will be Director of Design and 
Facilities Jeffrey Strean and Chief Curator Diane De Grazia. The committee was officially created at the 
CMA trustees' December meeting. 

"The museum's great buildings serve extraordinary collection of works of art and a devoted and 
expanding audience," commented Director Reid. "It is vital that we renew and enlarge the capacity of 
this great institution to continue its vital role in this community and internationally." 

Extensive Knowledge and Experience 

Bill Lacy is president of Purchase College, State University of New York, and a licensed architect. He has 
been Executive Director of the prestigious Pritzker Architecture Prize for half Its 20-year history. Before 
his current postal Purchase College, Mr. Lacy was president of The Cooper Union College in New York 



City and president of The American Academy in Rome. Prior to that he was Director of Architecture 
and Design at the National Endowment for the Arts. 

In 1988 he formed a private consulting practice in New York City to advise corporations and 
institutions, both governmental and private, on the selection of architects for major projects and on 
related design matters. One of Mr. Lacy's most highly publicized clients was the J. Paul Getty Trust; in 
planning for The Getty Center In Los Angeles, he advised the Trust on the site selection and selection of 
architect Richard Meier, and chaired the Architectural Advisory Committee. His client list also includes 
the Nelson Atkins Museum (Kansas City), City of San Francisco. Boston Federal Courts, Chicago 
Museum of Contemporary Art, Joslyn Art Museum (Omaha, NE), University of Kentucky, U.S. State 
Department, and U.S. Olympic Committee. 

"American museums commit to expansions and renovations all the time, but each is unique," 
said Mr. Lacy in discussing his CMA partnership. "Cleveland's wishes are clearly focused on expanding 
the museum's capacity to show art in a coherent and engaging manner and on enhancing the visitor's 
experience of its galleries and amenities. Additionally, no stone will be unturned in updating its aging 
behind-the-scenes areas. This project will require a special match between the architect's skills and the 
needs of the museum." 

A frequent lecturer and writer on design matters, Mr. Lacy authored WO Contemporary Architects: 
Drawings & Sketches (Harry N. Abrams. Inc., 1991), having selected the architects and works to be 
included. 

Lita Talarico, a founding associate In Mr. Lacy's consulting practice, will work with him on the 
CMA assignment. Currently Co-Chair of the MFA Design Program at the School of Visual Arts in New 
York City, she has served as architect selection competition coordinator for numerous projects. 

PubI ic Forum in Spring 2001 

Director Reid says the CMA will present a public forum about issues of art museum renovations and 
additions. It is tentatively planned for sometime in the spring. "We want the museum's interested public 
to learn with us from experienced architects and museum professionals some of the challenges inherent 
in the task ahead," said Mrs. Reid. "Unlike many architectural commissions, such an assignment is a 
museum project as much as it is an architect's statement This is especially true when art museums like 
Cleveland's want to unify a new structure and existing buildings designed by earlier architects, rather 
than start from scratch with a stand-alone facility." 


Master Plan Moves Ahead 



Approved in May 1999, the Facilities Master Plan Increase in space of about 102,000 

square feet (26 per cent more than the present 389,000 square feet). It was produced by the distinguished 
New York architecture and urban design firm of Cooper. Robertson & Partners, which undertook an 
assessment of the museum buildings — looking toward renewal and expansion of the present 
structures, including mechanical systems, exhibit galleries, public circulation patterns, staff work areas, 
and public accommodations — in light of the museum's fine collections and visitor-centered mission. 

This is the first major renovation and expansion of the museum in nearly 30 years. The forward 
progress now underway was delayed by the untimely death of former director Robert P. Bergman and 
the search for his successor. Mrs. Reid, who began her duties as director in March 2000, has made the 
ambitious expansion plan one of her priorities. President Horvitz believes upcoming steps in the project 
will happen swiftly: "Next on our agenda is establishing a capital campaign committee to help us bring 
our vision to fruition." 

One of CMA's needs was addressed soon after the plan was completed: three years' work to 
renovate the exterioroHhe museum's landmark 1916 building and terrace and design its related 
landscaping. Visitors to the museum since last summer have seen the scaffolding and construction fence 
associated with the stone and bronze restoration that has been underway. 

Members of the public who wish to comment or inquire about the museum's Facilities Master 
Plan or architect search process may do so by contacting Assistant Director Stephanie A. F, Stebich at 
stebich@cma-oh.orQ or by visiting www.clevelandart.orq . 

### 

'Fellow In the American Institute of Architects. 



